Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 NATO 04077 252I5IZ 
ACTION EUR- 1 2 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 PM-04 INR-07 L-03 ACDA-07 
NSAE-00 PA-OI SS-I5 PRS-OI SP-02 USIA-06 TRSE-00 
/059 W 

260309Z 044905 /65 

R252138ZMAY 77 
PM USMISSION NATO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3822 
SECDEF WASHDC 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
USNMR SHAPE BE 

CONPIDENTIAL NATO 04077 


E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: OCON, NATO, MILL AWACS 

SUBJECT: NATO AEW - INTEROPERABILITY BETWEEN NIMROD AND 
NATO AWACS 

REP: LONDON 8174 

1 . REPTEL RAISED THE SUBJECT OP INTEROPERABILITY OP NIM- 
ROD AND NATO AWACS, SUGGESTING THAT THE UK MAY ARGUE POR 
COMMON PUNDING OP INTEROPERABILITY COSTS, IF NIMROD TURNS 
OUT TO COST SUBSTANTIALLY MORE THAN THE UK SHARE OP NATO 
AWACS WOULD HAVE BEEN. THE BRITISH MAY WELL ASK POR PUN- 
DING HELP IN THIS MATTER, HOWEVER TO DATE THEY HAVE SAID 
THAT THEY WOULD DO ALL THEY CAN TO INSURE INTEROPERABILITY 
AND TO PROVIDE INPORMATION ON NIMROD TO THE NATO AEW PRO- 
GRAMME OPPICE (NAPO) AND THE NATO MILITARY AUTHORI- 
TIES. NONETHELESS, WE AGREE THAT THE US SHOULD PRESS THE 
UK TO CONTINUE TO ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY POR INTEROPER- 
ABILITY, AS THE ERG HAS BEEN PRESSING. IN THIS REGARD, IT 
MAY BE APPROPRIATE POR THE US TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OP THE CON- 
TINUING ERG PRESSURE AND THE HIGH LEVEL VISIBILITY OP THIS 
PROBLEM BY PROPOSING THAT NAPO AND UK REPRESENTATIVES MEET 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 NATO 04077 252I5IZ 

AT AN EARLY DATE TO AGREE THE SPECIFIC STANDARDS THAT WILL 
HAVE TO BE MET TO ENSURE INTEROPERABILITY AND TO AGREE PRE- 
LIMINARY GUIDELINES POR FUNDING INTEROPERABILITY COSTS. 

THE US REPRESENTATIVE TO THE CNAD HIGH LEVEL GROUP (HLG) 

ON AEW COULD MAKE SUCH A PROPOSAL TO NAPO OR TO THE MEMBERS 
OP THE HLG PRIOR TO THE MID-JUNE MEETING OP THE HLG. 
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2. REFTEL ALSO SUGGESTS THAT THE UK COULD PICK UP COSTS 
FOR INTEROPERABILITY AND HAVE THEM "COUNTED " AS A UK CON- 
TRIBUTION UNDER THE SHORT TERM/LONG TERM NATO INITIATIVES. 

SINCE THE SHORT TERM INITIATIVES DEAL WITH ANTI-ARMOR, WAR 
RESERVE MUNITIONS, AND READINESS/REINFORCEMENT DEFICIEN- 
CIES, WE DO NOT BELIEVE NIMROD INTEROPERABILITY WOULD 
FIT INTO THIS CATEGORY. AS FOR THE LONG TERM DEFENSE 
PROGRAM, WE BELIEVE THE US SHOULD BE WARY OF ENCOURAGING 
THE NOTION THAT ANY NATION CAN "COUNT" AGAINST ITS CON- 
TRIBUTION TO THE ALLIANCE PROGRAM THE NECESSARY COSTS OF 
MAKING ITS ASSETS COMPATIBLE WITH THOSE OF THE REST OF THE 
ALLIANCE. BENNETT 
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